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PART I - PRELIMINARY

[bookmark: _Toc199380180]1. 	Citation

These By-laws may be cited as the Local Government (Blantyre City Council)
(Sanitary Arrangements) By-laws.

[bookmark: _Toc199380181]2. 	Interpretation

In these By-laws unless the context otherwise requires—
“Council” means the Blantyre City Council;
“building operation” means any operation of any kind relating to a building whether
construction, demolition, reconstruction or erection and includes excavation operations and
any work of a civil engineering nature on which workmen are employed;

“dwelling house” means any premises or part thereof used solely for the purpose of
residential accommodation;

“occupier” means any person in actual occupation of land or premises and in the case
of premises sub-divided and let to lodgers or various tenants includes the person receiving the
rent payable whether on his own account or not;

“owner” means any person having title over any property, land or premises.

“premises” shall mean the land covered by the plot including its frontage; 
“recreation ground” means any ground used for the purpose of any sport activities
such as athletic, football, cricket or any other game and includes a public swimming pool
provided by a club for the use of its members;

“urinal” means a single stall urinal or a 500 mm width of urinal trough.

"water sources" means any stream, pool, dam, well, borehole, spring, or other underground or surface water supply from which water is drawn or collected for domestic, agricultural, industrial or recreational use;

"environmental zones" means areas designated as environmentally sensitive or protected under applicable law, including wetlands, flood plains, forest reserves, and any other zones identified by the Council or environmental authorities as requiring conservation or special regulation due to their ecological, hydrological, or geological characteristics;

"sanitary condition" means a condition in which a sanitary facility or premises is maintained in a clean, hygienic and functional state, free from waste accumulation, offensive odours, flies, vermin, seepage, or any matter liable to cause nuisance or endanger public health or the environment;

[bookmark: _Toc199380182]PART II - STANDARDS OF SANITARY FACILITIES

[bookmark: _Toc199380183]3.	Standards of sanitary accommodation to be provided

(1) The sanitary accommodation shall be provided by the owner or occupier of premises in respect of the types of premises accommodation stated in the first column of the said First Schedule.

(2)(a) Subject to paragraph (b) an occupier or owner of every type of premises referred to in the said Schedule shall be provided with separate sanitary accommodation for males and females and two-thirds of the latrines provided for males shall be urinals:

Provided that this requirement shall not apply to private dwellings or to any offices,
shops, workshops, factories, warehouses or other premises in or about which less than six
persons regularly work but not reside;

(b) in buildings where the numbers of persons of each sex cannot easily be determined, 40 per cent of sanitary facilities provided shall be for females and 60 per cent for males of which two-thirds shall be urinals.

(3) Every recreation ground shall be provided with properly maintained urinals, pit or
water-closets reasonably accessible from any part of the ground, clearly marked for separate
use by males and female with a minimum of one for each sex, calculated on the average
attendance at such ground as follows—

(a) one water-closet for every 50 persons or part thereof for each sex and one urinal for every 50 or part thereof for males; or

(b) two pit closets for every 50 persons or part thereof for each sex and two
urinals for every 50 males or part thereof:

Provided that the Council may, in its absolute discretion, permit the provision, at any recreation ground, of sanitary accommodation less than the above requirements in consideration of a written undertaking by the owner or occupier of the recreation ground to provide an adequate amount of sanitary accommodation of a temporary nature for special functions, or on occasions when a number of persons larger than the said average attendance is expected.

(4) For the purpose of this by-law "average” means such number of persons as is
agreed between the Council and the owner or the occupier thereof.

(5) All sanitary facilities prescribed in terms of these By-laws shall be
properly, adequately and effectively lit and ventilated and shall be effectively
screened against the entry of flies.

(6) The standard of sanitary accommodation prescribed in terms of these By-laws
shall be approved by the Council as being convenient for the persons for whose use it is
intended.

(7) The owner or occupier of premises who lets or allows any other person
to occupy such premises, which are not provided with sanitary accommodation as prescribed in
terms of these By-laws, commits an offence.

(8) Where any existing premises do not provide reasonable and convenient access for the
Council’s sanitary inspection officers, the Council shall, by written notice, to the owner or occupier require such owner or occupier of premises to provide access within a time specified in the notice.
[bookmark: _Toc199380184]4. 	Technical Standards for Pit Latrines
(1) Every pit latrine constructed pursuant to these By-laws shall conform to the following minimum technical specifications—
(a) The pit shall have a minimum depth of 2.5 metres and be lined with durable material such as concrete rings, bricks or cement blocks to prevent collapse and groundwater contamination;
(b) The structure shall provide adequate privacy, be roofed and include a secure door;
(c) Every pit latrine shall be fitted with a vent pipe of not less than 100 mm in diameter, extending at least 0.5 metres above the roof and covered with a durable fly screen;
(d) The floor shall be constructed of non-absorbent material, easy to clean;
(e) The drop hole of a pit latrine shall include a secure, covered squat or seat slab.
(f) The squat slab or seat shall be low to the ground and 150–250 mm high for small children.

(g) The drop hole shall be 150 mm (15 cm) in diameter, enough to prevent children from accidentally falling in but large enough for use.

(h) The drop hole shall be oval or circular with smooth edges.

(i) The slab shall be made of non-slip, easy-to-clean material (e.g., sealed concrete).

(j) The entrance shall be wide enough and have low or no steps.
(k) The latrine shall be sited on elevated ground where possible and protected from flooding or water ingress during rainy seasons;
(l) A pit latrine shall be constructed at least 4.5 metres away from any building or structure and 1.5 metres of any plot boundary;

(m) The latrine shall be at least 30 meters away from any stream, pool, dam, well, borehole, spring or other underground water supply or any other water sources.
(n) On reaching eighty percent of its capacity, the pit shall be properly emptied by licensed pit emptiers.
[bookmark: _Toc199380185]5. 	Temporary sanitary accommodation required on construction sites

(1) Where workmen are employed at any construction site, the contractor in-charge
of the work on the site or the owner of the construction project shall provide not less than one
water-closet for every 20 persons or part thereof so employed:

Provided that where no connexion to a public sewer is possible, the Council may in its
discretion permit the provision of pit latrines or mobile toilets.

(2) Any contractor or employer who does not provide sanitary accommodation as
provided for under paragraph (1) commits an offence.

(3) On the completion of any construction project, any temporary sanitary facilities
which may have been erected in pursuance of this by-law, shall forthwith be demolished and
removed.
[bookmark: _Toc199380186]6. 	Design and Safety of Temporary Pit Latrines
(1) Where pit latrines are permitted under this By-law for temporary use at any construction site, the following conditions shall apply—
(a) They shall meet the construction standards outlined in Bylaw 4;
(b) They shall be located not less than 10 metres from any temporary food preparation zone;
(c) They shall be maintained in a hygienic condition, including regular emptying and disinfection where required;
(d) At the completion of the construction project, such pit latrines shall be decommissioned and the site restored to a sanitary condition.
[bookmark: _Toc199380187]7.	Prohibition of water-closets and pit latrines dwelling, etc

(1) No water-closet or pit latrine may be provided, constructed, fixed or otherwise
arranged, or used inside or under any roof affixed to a building used or intended for use as a
dwelling or for the storage, preparation, manufacture of sale of foodstuffs for human
consumption.

[bookmark: _Toc199380188]8. 	Misuse of Sanitary Facilities

(1) Any person who uses a pit latrine, water-closet or urinal for other purposes other than
that for which it is intended, commits an offence.

[bookmark: _Toc199380189]9.	Sanitation in Informal Areas
(1) In informal or peri-urban areas not served by waterborne sanitation, the Council shall promote and regulate the use of improved pit latrines, including ventilated improved pit (VIP) latrines and ecological sanitation systems.
(2) The Council may collaborate with community leaders and development partners to provide technical assistance and sanitation education in such areas.
(3) Any sanitation facility constructed in these areas shall conform to the minimum standards outlined in Bylaw 4.
[bookmark: _Toc199380190]10.	Sanitation Planning in New Estates
(1) No residential, commercial or industrial development shall be approved without a sanitation plan approved by the Council.
(2) The plan shall include proposed toilet types, waste disposal systems, drainage and provision for inclusive access.
(3) Developers failing to implement approved sanitation plans shall be issued with stop orders and fined accordingly.
[bookmark: _Toc199380191]11.	Climate Resilient Sanitary Facilities
(1) All sanitary facilities constructed after the coming into force of these By-laws shall incorporate flood-resilient and climate-adaptive design elements as provided in the Second Schedule of these Bylaws.
(2) The Council shall issue technical guidelines to regulate the construction of climate resilient sanitation facilities, especially in flood-prone and water-scarce areas.
(3) Any person or entity constructing sanitary facilities in contravention of climate resilience these Bylaws commits an offence.
[bookmark: _Toc199380192]PART III - OBLIGATIONS OF THE OWNER OR MANAGER OF A SANITARY FACILITY
[bookmark: _Toc199380193]12.	Sanitary Facility Approval
(1) No person shall construct, upgrade or install any sanitary facility, including a pit latrine or septic tank, without prior written approval of the Council.
(2) All new and upgraded sanitary facilities shall be registered with the Council, with details of location, type, and design specifications.
[bookmark: _Toc199380194]13.	Maintenance Responsibilities and Recordkeeping
(1) Owners and occupiers of premises shall be responsible for ensuring regular maintenance, emptying and repair of sanitary facilities under their control.
[bookmark: _Toc196573077](2) Institutions and commercial establishments including housing estates shall keep maintenance logs, including dates of cleaning, desludging and inspection, for presentation upon request by the Council.
[bookmark: _Toc199380195](3) Failure to maintain proper records or keep sanitary facilities in hygienic condition shall constitute an offence.
[bookmark: _Toc199380196]PART IV - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
[bookmark: _Toc199380197]14.	Prohibition of Open Defecation
(1) No person shall defecate or urinate in any open or public place not designated as a sanitary facility by the Council.
(2) The Council shall designate public sanitary facilities in high-traffic areas and ensure they are accessible, safe and maintained.
[bookmark: _Toc199380198]15.	Emptying and Waste Disposal Standards
(1) All fecal sludge from pit latrines, septic tanks, or other on-site sanitation systems shall be removed and transported only by Council licensed operators using approved equipment.
(2) Unauthorised disposal of fecal sludge or wastewater shall be an offence punishable by a fine of up to K2,000.00 and/or imprisonment for up to two (2) years.
(3) The Council shall designate approved disposal and treatment sites for such waste and establish a monitoring system to track desludging operations.
[bookmark: _Toc199380199]16.	Environmental Protection in Sanitation
(1) Every person shall ensure that sanitary facilities are designed and operated in a manner that minimises environmental degradation, including groundwater contamination, surface runoff pollution and land degradation.
(2) Any construction or usage of sanitary facilities within protected environmental zones shall require a special permit subject to environmental and social impact assessment.
(3) Offenders shall be subject to environmental restoration orders in addition to applicable penalties.

[bookmark: _Toc199380200]PART V - PUBLIC SANITARY FACILITIES
[bookmark: _Toc199380201]17.	Gender and Disability-Inclusive Sanitation
(1) All public sanitary facilities, including those in markets, schools and recreation grounds, shall include gender-segregated options and be designed to accommodate persons with disabilities.
(2) At least one accessible sanitary facility shall be provided per premises, incorporating ramps, handrails, wider doors and sufficient maneuvering space.
(3) Failure to comply shall attract penalties and may result in closure of the premises until compliant facilities are provided.
[bookmark: _Toc199380202]18.	Private Sector Participation in Sanitation Services
(1) The Council may engage private entities to provide environmental sanitation services, including construction, desludging, maintenance and facility management.
(2) All service providers shall be licensed and subject to regular inspections by the Council.
(3) Contracts with private providers shall include provisions for affordability, quality standards and complaint redress mechanisms.
[bookmark: _Toc199380203]PART VI - INSPECTIONS, COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT
[bookmark: _Toc199380204]19.	Inspection and Compliance Protocols
(1) The Council shall conduct periodic inspections of all public, commercial and institutional sanitary facilities to ensure compliance with these By-laws.
(2) Any owner or occupier of premises found in contravention of these Bylaws shall be issued with a written notice specifying the nature of the violation and a timeline for rectification, which shall not exceed thirty (30) days from the date of service.
(3) Where the notice is not complied with within the specified period, the Council may impose administrative penalties or take remedial action at the cost of the owner or occupier.
(4) In cases of serious public health risks, the Council may order immediate closure or restriction of use of the affected facility.
[bookmark: _Toc199380205]PART VII - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES
[bookmark: _Toc199380206]20.	Offences and penalties

(1) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of these By-laws
and any person failing to comply with the items of any notice served upon him by the
Council in terms of these By-laws, commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable to
a fine of K2,000 and K200 for each day during which the offence continues after conviction
thereof and to six months imprisonment or both such fine and imprisonment.

[bookmark: _Toc199380207]PART VIII - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
[bookmark: _Toc199380208]21.	Emergency Sanitation in Disaster and Outbreak Situations
(1) In the event of a natural disaster, public health emergency, or disease outbreak, the Council shall have the power to—
(a) designate emergency sanitation zones;
(b) coordinate response with health authorities and humanitarian actors.
(2) All public and private entities shall comply with sanitation directives issued during emergencies.


[bookmark: _Toc199380209]FIRST SCHEDULE
Standards of Sanitary Accommodation
(Under By-law 3)
1. [bookmark: _Hlk199377604]The owner or occupier of any premises referred to in this Schedule shall ensure that sanitary facilities are provided in accordance with the standards herein set out.

2. The number of sanitary facilities to be provided shall be calculated on the basis of the number of persons normally working at, residing in or frequently using the premises and shall be maintained in good and sanitary condition.
3. Separate sanitary facilities shall be provided for males and females in accordance with By-law 3(2), unless the premises fall within the exemption stated therein.
4. The standards for provision shall be as follows:
	Type of Premises
	Minimum Number of sanitary facilities Required

	Private dwelling houses
	At least 1 water-closet per dwelling unit

	Offices, shops, workshops, factories, and warehouses (with 6 or more workers)
	1 water-closet per 15 persons of each sex regularly employed	


	Public or commercial institutions
	1 water-closet per 20 users

	Educational facilities (day schools)
	1 water-closet per 25 male students and 1 per 20 female students

	Markets
	1 water-closet per 30 vendors or users

	Recreation grounds
	1 water-closet per 50 persons of each sex based on average attendance


	Construction sites
	1 water-closet or pit latrine per 20 workers on site


[bookmark: _Toc199380210]SECOND SCHEDULE
Minimum Climate-Resilient Design Standards for Sanitary Facilities
(Under By-law 11)
	DESIGN
	MINIMUM STANDARD REQUIREMENT

	Elevation and Flood Safety
	All sanitary structures shall be constructed on raised platforms of not less than 0.5 metres above the surrounding ground or known flood levels.

	Structural Integrity
	All walls, floors and foundations shall be constructed using durable, water-resistant materials such as reinforced concrete or stabilised blocks.

	Drainage Provision
	Facilities shall be equipped with surface water diversion measures such as stormwater channels, gravel drains or soak ways to prevent waterlogging

	Location Relative to Water Sources
	Sanitary facilities shall be sited at a minimum distance of 30 metres from any water source including wells, boreholes, springs or streams

	Groundwater Protection
	In areas with high water tables or permeable soil, pits shall be lined with sealed material to prevent contamination of groundwater.

	Ventilation Standards
	Every unit shall be fitted with a vent pipe not less than 100 mm in diameter, extending at least 0.5 metres above the roof and fitted with a corrosion-resistant fly screen.

	Hygiene and Pest Prevention
	Facilities shall be screened against flies and vermin through the use of sealed openings and insect-proof covers. Floors shall be non-absorbent and easy to clean

	Accessibility Requirements
	At least one unit per premises shall incorporate universal design, including ramps with gradient not exceeding 1:12, handrails, a doorway at least 900 mm wide, and adequate internal space for wheelchair users.
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